Ellesmere loop : WREXHAM & ELLESMERE RAILWAY and THROUGH SERVICES MANCHESTER CENTRAL TO ABERYSTWYTH

Extracts from material at the National Archives
A link between the Wrexham & Ellesmere line and the Cambrian main line, west of Ellesmere, providing through running between north and west, referred to by the Cambrian as the Ellesmere Loop. Western junction: “W&E South Jn”; northern junction: “W&E North Jn” (the eastern junction between the W&E and Cambrian was “Cambrian Jn”). The junctions at each end of the Loop were single but the curve (Loop) itself was double with Up and Down lines between North and South boxes, the Down direction being from North to South. The Wrexham & Ellesmere Railway Table of Distances records the Loop’s length as 31 chains 50 links (31½ chains – just under ½ mile). 

Unless otherwise noted, the following are extracted from Cambrian Minutes and officers’ reports (RAIL 92/--). Further material from the GWR’s files inherited from the Wrexham & Ellesmere Railway itself can be found at RAIL 1057/625 to RAIL 1057/698 inclusive - only  some touch on the Ellesmere loop.
RAIL 92/66 folio 179 – General Manager’s Report of 7 July 1896

Summer Train Service


… Consequent upon the opening of the North Wales and Liverpool route through coaches will be run between Manchester (Central) and Aberystwyth by trains leaving the former at 11.30am and 3.30pm and on the return journey from the latter at 12.5pm and 2.15pm. Also between Seacombe and Aberystwyth in connection with Steamers from Liverpool leaving the former at 11.45am and the latter for return to Seacombe at 9.0am. 

According to the carriage working notice (RAIL 92/66 folio 187) the through vehicles were a single composite bogie (although in each case two vehicles would be required to maintain the circuit):

11.30 am Manchester Central returning on 12.5noon Aberystwyth: provided by Cheshire Lines

2.15 pm Aberystwyth returning on 3.30pm Manchester Central: provided by Cambrian

11.45 am Seacombe returning on 9.0 am Aberystwyth: provided by MS&L and Cambrian alternate days. (While the Seacombe vehicle used the same westbound working as 11.30 am Manchester vehicle, it did not return on the same workings as the Manchester).

The through passenger workings in summer 1896 were all advertised as working via (and hence reversing) at Ellesmere station, thus not using the Loop.

Tony Cooke records that the Ellesmere chord line was not opened with the Wrexham & Ellesmere line, but was reported by the Cambrian on 5 August 1896 as ready for inspection by the Board of Trade railway inspectorate. 
No specific date for the start of goods working over the Ellesmere Loop has been traced in Cambrian paperwork, but RAIL 1057/637 (from a Wrexham & Ellesmere Railway file) is described as: Wrexham & Ellesmere Railway: Signalling. Inspection by Board of Trade and opening of line for Goods Traffic 16 Aug. 1896 and Passenger Traffic 1st July 1897. This would suggest 16 August 1896 as the date of opening for goods, although that was a Sunday.
For the 1900 exchange of correspondence between the Cambrian and Great Central over the former’s difficulties in persuading the latter to route freight traffic via the Wrexham & Ellesmere (which they jointly owned) see RAIL 1057/644 (files derived from Wrexham & Ellesmere Railway paperwork). There were similar exchanges in later years, recorded in the Cambrian Officers’ Reports (RAIL 92)

RAIL 92/70 folio 204 – General Manager’s Report of 1 May 1901

Wrexham & Ellesmere Loop Signal Boxes 

These boxes were provided in the expectation of through traffic between stations north of Wrexham and your system and beyond in South Wales, but during nine months of the year they are only being used for goods trains between Wrexham and Oswestry, and in the three summer months, for one through passenger train each way between Seacombe and Manchester, and Aberystwyth. All these trains can be dealt with without loss of time, by running into Ellesmere station, and the through passenger trains can be attached and detached with the Main Line trains at Ellesmere, not only without loss of time, but with a saving of mileage and engine power as between Oswestry and Ellesmere. There seems therefore, to be no reason why they should not be closed, at any rate for the present, and as this will effect a saving in wages of £3.19.0 per week, and £205.8.0 per annum, I recommend that this be done at once.

RAIL 92/12 - Traffic & Works Committee 2 May 1901 – Min. 8868

6. That the proposal to close the Wrexham & Ellesmere Loop Signal Boxes be approved

In consequence, apparently from May 1901, the Loop went out of normal use and the boxes were closed.

In July 1902 the W&E company observed that connection to the Loop had been severed, although the Loop itself had not then been lifted – see next item:
RAIL 92/74 folio 66 – General Manager’s Report of 6 April 1904

Wrexham & Ellesmere Railway Loop at Ellesmere 

For Traffic & Works Minute 8868 May 2nd 1901, you agreed a proposal which I made to close the Loop Signal Boxes, and to disuse (sic) the Loop, the saving in wages effected being about £200 per annum. The assent of the Wrexham & Ellesmere Company to this proposal had not been obtained, and on July 21st 1902 the Secretary of the Wrexham & Ellesmere Company wrote me as follows:


“At the meeting of this Company’s Board on Thursday last, Mr Craven, who was in the Chair, stated that your Company had taken out the connection with the Reverse Curve at Ellesmere (this is intended to refer to the Loop). No official intimation of this having been received, I shall be glad if, for the information of my Board, you will kindly write me upon the subject, as I understand it was suggested that the rails in the Curve might be taken up and disposed of. Before, however, this can be done, it will be necessary to ascertain whether the Company is under any obligation to the landowners, or anyone else, in connection therewith. Perhaps you will kindly take an opportunity when next you see Mr Craven and Mr Bailey Hawkins, of having a word with them upon the subject.”

And, on October 15th 1903, I wrote Mr Holt as follows:


“Referring to your letter of 21st July 1902, with regard to the disuse of the Ellesmere Loop, I have to say that owing to the small extent to which this Loop was used, the expense of working the signalboxes was considered to be to a considerable extent unnecessary, and my Board decided to close the two signalboxes and to cease running over the loop the two or three trains per day which alone necessitated these boxes being kept open.


“With regard to the suggestions contained in your letter that the rails in the Loop might be taken up and disposed of, if your Board are prepared to agree to this, I think my Company would be glad to purchase the rails, chairs, sleepers, &c,also the signal fittings in the signalboxes.”


At a subsequent interview it was agreed that Mr Collin should be asked to value the material, and I now submit his letter of 8th March, as under:


“Referring to yours of November 23rd, and to our subsequent conversation, when you agreed that I should make a valuation of the material in the Ellesmere Loop as the original cost could not be ascertained, I have gone carefully in the matter and enclose my calculation.


“As regards the permanent way materials, which can be used almost immediately they are taken over, I have fixed what I consider a fair price. As regards the signals, these may remain in stock a considerable time before being required, and I have based my valuation accordingly.


“The cabins are only worth pulling down, except the timber frames, for all the bricks would have to be cleaned before being used again. I would suggest the cabins be left standing, and the lever frames in them, as I have nowhere to store the latter if removed. I would also suggest that the instruments in the cabins be allowed to remain until wanted elsewhere.”


The particulars of the valuation are appended … a summary of which is as follows:




£
s
d


Total for permanent way

908
11
2


Signal cabins and fittings

326
11
2


Telegraphs

176
0
0




£1,411
2
4

If you agree to adopt the valuation, your authority will be required for the material being purchased, and in that case I suggest that the amount be placed to the credit of the £2,352.9.9 on capital account which is now owing by the Wrexham & Ellesmere Company.

RAIL 92/12 - Traffic & Works Committee 7 April 1904 - Min. 9638:

3. Wrexham & Ellesmere Railway Loop at Ellesmere

That the proposal to purchase the old material be referred to the General Manager

RAIL 92/74 folio 144 – General Manager’s Report of 7 July 1904

Wrexham & Ellesmere Railway, Ellesmere Loop

For Traffic & Works Minute 95638 7th April last you referred the proposal for the Company to purchase the old materials to me for further consideration. I have now obtained an estimate from Mr McDonald (the Cambrian Engineer) … who values the rails, sleepers, and other permanent way materials at £648.3.8 as against Mr Collin’s (previous Cambrian Engineer) estimate of £906.11.2. The principal differences are in the rails and sleepers, Mr McDonald taking the value of the former at £4.15.0 per ton against Mr Collin’s £5, and the sleepers at 6d against Mr Collin’s at 3/4. Mr McDonald informs me that the sleepers are very much worn, and if the line were used would soon need renewal.


Mr McDonald’s estimate for the signalling is £326.11.2, which is the same as Mr Collin’s, and for the telegraphs £176, which is also the same as Mr Collin’s. Mr McDonald’s total estimate is £1,154.14.10.


If you approve, I will ascertain whether the Wrexham & Ellesmere Company are prepared to hand over these materials and for the amount of their value to be placed to the credit of the outstanding account (i.e. what the W&E company owed the Cambrian), which now amounts to £2,352.9.9.

RAIL 92/12 - Traffic & Works Committee 7 July 1904 - Min. 9733:

4. Wrexham & Ellesmere Railway Ellesmere Loop

That the proposed  purchase by the Company of the old permanent way materials be again referred to the General Manager to negotiate with the Wrexham & Ellesmere Company

Tony Cooke records letter dated 26 August 1904 from Great Central Railway: “I find boxes closed and facing points at both ends removed. At Wrexham end, twenty rails, sleepers and chairs have been taken up and about thirty eight rails at Oswestry end”

RAIL 92/74 folio 259 – General Manager’s Report of 8 December 1904
Ellesmere Loop

Traffic & Works Minute 9733 7th July 1904

The proposed purchase of the old permanent way material was referred to me to negotiate with the Wrexham & Ellesmere Company. At a meeting with Mr Sam Fay (GCR General Manager) on 23rd ultimo the question was discussed, and Mr Fay thought it unfortunate that any proposal should be made for abandoning this Loop which provided facilities for through running between the two Companies. I pointed out that for the last 9 years we had been trying to induce his Company to make use of this loop for through trains, but that the utmost we had been able to arrange was one through train each way per day during the three months of the summer (i.e. the summer-only Manchester – Aberystwyth passenger service which last applied in summer 1900). I expressed a hope that when his Company took over the Connah’s Quay Line (Wrexham Mold & Connah’s Quay Rly) this state of things would be altered and that we should be able to develop the Line very considerably, and that with this in view I proposed advising the Wrexham & Ellesmere Board not to sell the old materials.

If Mr Fay falls in with my suggestion and agrees to run more through trains during the year, I think it would be advisable for us to reopen the loop at any rate for the three summer months.

RAIL 92/12 - Traffic & Works Committee 8 December 1904 - Min. 9878:

5. Ellesmere Loop 

That the proposal for the Loop to be again made use of for through traffic be referred to the General Manager.

RAIL 92/76 folio 75 – General Manager’s Report of 5 April 1905

Ellesmere Loop

Per Traffic & Works Minute 9878 8th December last, you referred to me the proposal for the Loop to be again made use of for through traffic to deal with. Since then I have been in communication with the Great Central Company, and they are prepared to improve their through train service if we will run the trains through this Loop. The Wrexham & Ellesmere Company have also asked us to replace the points and to put the Loop in working order. The signal fittings and points and crossings, and some of the rails near the junctions, have been used by the Engineer for maintenance purposes on other parts of your Line and no credit has been given to the Wrexham & Ellesmere Company for what has been so used. The Engineer estimates the cost of putting the permanent way and signalling arrangements in order so that the Loop can be reopened for passenger traffic at £670, of which £73 would be chargeable to capital in respect of adapting to these cabins the switching out arrangement which has been in force between Oswestry and Ellesmere. It will thus be seen that £597 will be chargeable to maintenance, and I have instructed the Engineer to proceed with the work.

RAIL 92/12 - Traffic & Works Committee 5 & 6 April 1905 - Min. 9989 [in respect of above report]: 
4. Ellesmere Loop 

That the instructions which had been given to the Engineer to proceed with the work of making this Loop available for train working at an estimated cost of £670 of which £73 would be chargeable to capital in respect of adapting to the signal cabins the switching out arrangements, be approved

In consequence, the Loop was brought back into use for summer 1905 (only).

Tony Cooke records that curve reported on 17 June 1905 by Cambrian to BoT as ready for inspection; inspection report dated 20 July1905, although sanction [by BoT railway inspectorate] was given to the re-opening of the Loop for passengers 24 June 1905.He further notes a Cambrian memo of 26 September 1913 which stated (inter alia): “…..  In July 1905 curve again connected.”

++++++++++

Tony Cooke records a letter dated 29 July1912 from W&E company to Cambrian: “query raised of the advisability of disposing of permanent way materials lying disused on Ellesmere Curve.”

RAIL 92/88 folio 7 – Secretary & General Manager’s Report of 7 January 1913

Wrexham & Ellesmere Railway

When the Cambrian Company entered into the Agreement in 1891 to deal with the traffic over this Railway it was stipulated that a loop line should be constructed running towards Oswestry, as shown on the attached sketch [this was merely a very schematic sketch of the Loop’s location].


The loop line was duly constructed and running powers over it were subsequently conferred on the Cambrian Company by statute, but very little use has ever been made of this loop and for reasons of economy the rails forming the junctions at each end were taken out a few years ago. Subsequently, however, the Ellesmere Company called upon the Cambrian Company to restore the junctions and this was accordingly done [in 1905]. These rails, however, were taken out again three or four years ago [i.e. ca. 1909-10], and I have now received a letter from the Secretary of the Ellesmere Company, of which the following is a copy:

“As you are aware the advisability of disposing of the material in the disused Ellesmere Loop has been considered at recent meetings of this Company’s Directors, and I was requested by the Board on Friday last to ask if either the Great Central or Cambrian Companies have any objection to its disposal. I have addressed a similar letter to Sir Sam Fay.” [GM of the Great Central]

I have since looked at the matter, and conferred with my colleagues, and we are of opinion that the Cambrian Company need not offer objection to the disposal of the materials forming the loop. Mr McDonald [Cambrian Engineer] advises me that there are four sets of points and crossings valued at £10 per set which it would be to the interest of your Company to purchase. I submit (Appendix “C”) a full list of the materials together with the Engineer’s estimate of the value.


I am assuming that the Ellesmere Company do not desire to dispose of the land on which the loop is constructed, and I consider it would be inadvisable to do so.

[Appendix C is on next page]

(Appendix C)

ELLESMERE LOOP

Valuation of Permanent Way Materials

Details


£
s
d


1 Set Points & Crossings (1 in 11) complete
10
0
0

1              do.         do.     (1 in 13)       do.
10
0
0

1              do.         do.     (1 in 14)       do.
10
0
0

1              do.         do.     (1 in 15)       do.
10
0
0

2027 yards Rails
about 72 tons £2/15/-
198
0
0

2054 Chairs
   “      36   “     £3/-/-
108
0
0

         Fangs & Bolts
   “       5    “     £2/15/-
13
15
0

         Fishplates                  “        2   “      £3/-/-
6
0
0

1027 Sleepers                                                    4d
17
2
4

382
17
4
Engineer’s Office

   4th September 1921

RAIL 92/5 – Board 8 January 1913 - Min. 7843 [in respect of above report]: 
4. Wrexham & Ellesmere Railway


That the General Manager’s recommendation be agreed to, it being understood that the Wrexham & Ellesmere Company will not dispose of the land on which the loop is constructed.

RAIL 92/88 folio 83 – Secretary & General Manager’s Report of 9 April 1913

Wrexham & Ellesmere Railway
(Minute 7843. That the General Manager’s recommendation be agreed to, it being understood that the Wrexham & Ellesmere Company will not dispose of the land on which the loop is constructed)


In December last the Engineer informed me that the only materials forming this loop which it would be worth the Company’s while to purchase were four sets of points and crossings at £10 per set, and I have informed Mr Holt, the Secretary of the Ellesmere Company, but on the 7th ultimo Mr McDonald [Cambrian Engineer] wrote to me as follows:

“Since speaking to you about this it has occurred to me it might be well for the Cambrian Company to purchase the rails. They were only very slightly worn and in excellent condition, and are of the same section as our old section. I can therefore use them for relaying without any difficulty, having all the necessary chairs and fittings. I should be prepared to take the chairs, or at any rate half of them. The Great Central Company have offered to take the whole of the chairs (36 tons) at 3/-/- per ton, but if you agree to my taking them I will refuse their offer. The approximate price of what I suggest would be as follows:
£
s
d

2 sets of points and crossings
20
0
0

72 tons Rails @ 4/-/-
288
0
0

36 tons Chairs @ 3/-/-
108
0
0

2 tons Fishplates @ 5/-/-
10
0
0


426
0
0

Perhaps you will let me have your decision as soon as possible as the G.C.Company are waiting for a reply.”

On receipt of this letter I enquired from Mr Holt (as I know he was negotiating a sale in another direction) whether the Wrexham and Ellesmere Company would be prepared to accept an offer from us for other materials on the loop, and he replied as under:


“I am obliged for your letter of yesterday’s date, and should certainly be most pleased to receive from you an offer for the whole of the materials forming the Ellesmere Loop, and you are kind enough to suggest.”




It would be to your advantage to purchase the materials if a suitable price can be agreed, and I shall be glad to receive the authority of the Board to negotiate with the Wrexham and Ellesmere Company.

RAIL 92/5 – Board 9 April 1913 - Min. 7916 [in respect of above report]: 
12. Wrexham & Ellesmere Railway


That the General Manager be authorized to purchase the material from the Loop Line on the best terms.

RAIL 92/88 folio 111 – Secretary & General Manager’s Report of 1 May 1913

Wrexham & Ellesmere Railway
(Minute 7916. That the General Manager be authorized to purchase the material from the Loop Line on the best terms)


I beg to report that the Engineer and I saw the Secretary of the Wrexham and Ellesmere Railway on the 9th ultimo and purchased the various old materials at the undermentioned prices, viz.,


£
s
d

4 tablet instruments at £25 each
100
0
0

Rails T.84.4.1.17 @ £4 per ton
336
17
8

4 sets Rails Points and Crossings @ £10 per set
40
0
0

Chairs T.50.1.3.19 @ £3 per ton
150
5
9

Signal materials
70
0
0

697
3
5
The four tablet instruments were appropriated by the Cambrian Company some time ago, but have not yet been paid for. They are additions to stock and could fairly be charged to Capital, but I suggest that they be charged to Revenue, the amount to be spread over two years. The other materials will be taken into stock and debited in the Accounts as they are used.


The total value of the materials will be deducted from the Wrexham and Ellesmere Company’s indebtedness which will therefore now stand at £2,102.4.9.

RAIL 92/5 – Board 1 May 1913 - Min. 7945 [in respect of above report]: 
9. Wrexham & Ellesmere Railway


That the purchase of the old materials be approved, and that the cost of the four Tablet Instruments de debited to Revenue, the amount to be charged over the years 1913 and 1914 in equal proportions.

Tony Cooke records Cambrian Min. 25 July 1913 - Reported that during the past half year the Ellesmere Curve has been taken out.

RAIL 92/88 folio 242 – Secretary & General Manager’s Report of 26 September 1913

Ellesmere Loop

(Minute No. 7945. That the purchase of the Old Materials be approved, and that the cost of the Four Table Instruments be debited to Revenue, the amount to be charged over the years 1913 and 1914 in equal proportions)

I beg to report that the remaining old materials taken from the Ellesmere Loop have now been sold for £77.18.11, and the Wrexham and Ellesmere Company’s debt has been credited with this amount from the date your Company received the money.

(This report was “read and approved” by Board Min. 8039 of 26-29 September 1913)

RAIL 253/767 relates solely to negotiations between GWR and GCR on 1922 absorbtion of the Wrexham & Ellesmere company by the GWR.

Analysis of train services over the Ellesmere Loop

All dates below are start dates of working timetables. All refer to Mondays to Saturdays unless specified.

No Cambrian timetables (public or working) are available at TNA covering period between W&E line’s opening in November 1895 and July 1898. Cambrian Railways’ Appendix (to working timetable) dated 1 May 1896 until further notice carries no mention of the Loop at Ellesmere in the List of Electric Tablet, Train Staff & Block Telegraph Sections.

Freight workings

The Loop did not appear in the 1 May 1896 Cambrian Appendix. Freight traffic started shortly after it had been reported to the BoT as complete – Wrexham & Ellesmere Railway papers record 16  August 1896 as the opening although that was a Sunday and the loop seems subsequently not to have had a Sunday service. 
Alas, no Cambrian working timetables are available at TNA covering period between W&E line’s opening in November 1895 and July 1898.
In Jul 1898 wtt: 1015 MO and 1645 EWD Oswestry – Wrexham; 0900 EWD Wrexham – Oswestry  

In Oct 1898 Loop in use in one direction by one freight train. 

In Jul 1899 wtt: as Jul 1898 plus 1510 WO Cattle Oswestry – Wrexham

In Oct 1899 and Jul 1900 Loop in use in both directions by freight. 

In Oct 1900 Loop in use in one direction by Oswestry to Wrexham freight. 

Note Cambrian GM’s reports (RAIL92/69) in 1900 of lack of GC effort in putting bridge traffic for South Wales lines over the W&E line, and refusal to pass traffic for GW or LNW in south Wales by this route – hardly surprising the Loop went out of use

From Jul 1901 through to Jun 1905 no freight services via Loop. 

In Jul-Sep 1905 several freights (both directions) resumed via Loop.

From Oct 1905 no freight services via Loop.

From Oct 1910 to the words in the table heading “Double between W&E South and North Jns.” are added the words: “at present closed.”

Passenger workings

In summer 1896 two pairs of weekday summer-only expresses ran between Manchester Central and Aberystwyth, all reversing at Ellesmere station.

In summer 1897 (withdrawn by GCR’s Oct 1897 monthly notice) two pairs of weekday summer-only expresses ran between Manchester Central and Aberystwyth, all reversing at Ellesmere station with the exception of the first westbound train (1010 Manchester) which ran via the Loop (see GCR Jul 1897 public timetable at RAIL 958/28 but do not be misled by the “local” table, pages 62 and 63).
Similarly, in Jul-Sep 1898, 1899 and 1900 one weekday, westbound only, passenger train ran noon (or thereabouts – 1205 in 1897, 1898 and 1899) from Wrexham to Oswestry via the Loop, carrying through Manchester Central (dep 1010) – Aberystwyth coaches, to be attached to other trains on other segments. Return working of through carriages was via Ellesmere station, thence by a Wrexham stopping train. 

In summers 1901, 1902, 1903 and 1904 similar through workings (retimed later from 1903) between Wrexham and Ellesmere are all via Ellesmere station – either by local trains, local trains retimed and made non-stop or by extra non-stop workings. 

In Jul-Sep 1905 1300 Wrexham – Aberystwyth and 1300 return passenger (through train from/to Manchester Central) resumed via the Loop for one summer only. 

From summer 1906 previous arrangements via Ellesmere station resumed (“non-stops” Wrexham <-> Ellesmere – with Wrexham to Ellesmere denoted “GC Express” from 1907). By 1911 working was mid-Jul to mid-Sep.  From 1913 the return working was also labelled “G C Express”. The through trains’ final season (still via Ellesmere station) was 13 Jul – 19 Sep 1914 – they did not reappear in 1915.
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